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Imprimatur. 


Ang. 27. C. Alton, R. P. D. Hen. Epiſc. 
163g Lond. a Sacris Domeſtics. 


To the Right Worſhipful 


FRANCIS GARDINER, Eſq; 
MAY OR of the City of Norwich, 


And one of His Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace for 
the County of NORFOLK. 


WORTHY SIR, 


HAT the Publication of this Diſcourſe is entirely 
owing to your earnest follicttation, 1 can ſafely auvop 


to the World, having by me ſufficient evidence of it, 
I mean your Letter, which, iFis were allowable to produce it, 
would evince more than I appeal to it for, even that I could not 
without incurring the imputation of rudeneſs, or at lea$t affett= 
ed modeſty, decline your reque$t ; but I can further Appeal to 
you, and am ſecure of your atteſtation, that I conſented to it 
with this condition, that our worthy Dioceſans approbation 
Hhould be fir$t obtained, which you readily undertook, and have 
it ſeems effected: And this is what I had to ſay concerning 
the Publication. As to the ſubſtance J the Diſcourſe I have 
little elſe to ſay but that I am ſure *tts honeſt, and I have this 
convincing evidence of it, that you yourſelf approv/d it, whoſe 
invincible Loyalty is fo well known, and known to be ſo well 
rounded. | 

Whether it may do that ſervice you conceive, whatever I 
wiſh, I am ſure I have too much cauſe to fear, when after ſo 
many excellent Diſcourſes Publiſh'd te the ſame purpoſe, t9 


prove the abſolute Unlawfulnefs of Reſiſtance, and proving it _ 


Ou Oo 


= The Dedication. 
to all the purpoſes of Conviction, we find perſons at this time of 
day the mo$t notoriouſly guilty of it, that will not at their la$t 
dying moments be induced to own. it or repent of it, which may 
1 ſerve for a confirming evidence of what I urge towards the 
* . concluſion of my Diſcourſe, that this ſin of Reſiſtance is ſeldom 
\ «+ at all, and ſeldimer truly repented of, and therefore the more 
to be dreaded as, f not certainly, yet too too probably expoſing 
to Damnation in the ſadde$t ſenfe. 

But if it may contribute in any the lea$t meaſure to thoſe 
Ends you may concetye,and wiſh it may, and, it ſeems, hope it 
will, thoſe excellent Ends you yourſelf with ſo much zeal an1 
conſtancy, with ſuch unwearied diligence purſue,even the ſer- 
vice of our Sovereign and the ſecurity of the Government, [ 
fhall think myſelf happy, and thankfully acknowledg it : But 
however the event be, which i uncertain, F4 you il pleaſe to 
intereF yourſelf in it, by accepting this Diſcourſe,whereof yore « þ 
occaſioned the Publication, you will very certainly and ſuffict- 


ently oblige, 
S 1:8; 
In fey, Your moſt Humble Servant 
ug.10.1684. | 70 


WILLIAM FEGON. 
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T hey that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Danmation. 


ral grief of all good People, the principal 
ſubject of this days Anniverſary Solemni- 


ty, our Late Excellent Sovereign, who was this. 
day wonderiully born, and this day more wonder- 


fully reſtor'd, or rather (if I may ſo-ſay) new-born 


'p | Js true, we have loſt, to the great and gene- 


+ to his People ; we have loſt him indeed, and ſuch is 


our lots, ſo very great and 1o juſtly deplorable, that 
I could almoſt be tempted to laments on this very 
day of publick feltivity and rejoycing : And TI pre- 
ſumel might very excuſably give way to them, were 
it not that this loſs is ſo happily repair'd, as there 
may ſeem to have paſs'd rather an exchange than a 
lofs,. and an exchange rather of Names than Per- 
ſons. The Tempers, the Vertue, and the very ſouls 
of the two Royal Brothers being ſo like, ſo undiftin- 

iſhable, that we are ſcarce ſenſible even of a 
change, but think, or may think that both the Bro. 


thers live as formerly, and, as formerly, act: with: 


one ſoul ſtill. 

But be it that we have loſt the main and principal 
ſubject of this days Annual Joy,. yet. have we not 
wholly loſt the ground of it ; for this day 1s Sacred 


and Memorable, not only for the birth of our. late: 


Sovereign,but (as we all know) for his Reſtauration”  } 


CD ES Cece 


.» 
too: Nor his alone, but the whole Nations Happi- 
neſs and the Churches Honour, I had almoſt ſaid 
her very Being ; for ſhe lay ſo long time buried in 
the duſt and rubbiſh of Anarchy and Confuſion,that 
ſhe ſeem'd almoſt forgotten, as rhough ſhe had never 
been ; and therefore her Reſtauration might not 
1umproperly be {ty1I'd her Reſurrection. But howe- 
ver that be,and whatever the Church of England 1s for 
outward {plendour and beauty of Holinets, all is the 
_ © effeCtof this days Mercy, which ought therefore to 
beever licred and memorable with us, as 'tis order'd 
to be by publick Authority. And tho' indeed we 
have of late had too much cauſe, (fuch was the will 
of Heaven) to mourn, yet ſtill this day 1s ſacred to 
teſtivity on the whole Nations account, but eſpeCi- 
ally on the Churches ; and we ought to rejoyce ac- 
cordingly,and humbly and heartily bleſs and praiſe 
Almighty God on her behalf, and devoutly and ear- 
neſtly pray for the continuance of that happineſs 
{he was this day reſtor'd to, that Peace may ſtill be 
within her Walls, and plenteouſneſs within her Pa- 
laces: And this 1s a Duty incumbent upon all her 
Children at all times, eſpecially now on this memo- 
rable day, and *tis to be hoped we ſhall be all accor- 
dingly affected to the ſuiting both our hearts and 
offices to the Grand occaſion. 

But then we may be allowed to remember,as well 
from what a wretched {tate of miſery and confuſion, 
as to what a glorious ſtate of happineſs and peace we 
of this Church and Nation were by this days 

mercy advancd, and withal what Principles were 
let on foot, and what Practices made uſe of to bring 
us to that wretched ſtate, and accordingly to endea- 
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vour the refutation of thoſe, and, as far as in us lies, 
the prevention of thele for the future. 

And as to the Church which was moſt concerned 
in them, notwithſtanding what was hinted of her 
reſurrection this day by way of alluſion, *tis to be 
confider'd ſhe 1s not yet Iriumphant (God knows ) 
but too plainly Militant ſtill,and under Perſecution 
from the Tongues and Pens of perverſe men, her Ad- 
verlaries on either {ide of her ; and both to conſtant 
in their malicious oppoſition to her, that ſhe ſeems 
indeed (as ſhe hath been repreſented) the very tran- 
{ſcript of her Saviour ſuffering between two Malefa- 
Ctors, with this difference {ti11,that both revile her, 
and bat one her Saviour. 

For on the one hand ſhe 1s tax'd with plain Prote- 
ſtantiim,or profeſling the true reform'd Religion,on 
the other with pretended Popery : Her Enemies on 
that iide brand her for Schiſmatical, on this for An- 
tichr:itian: By thoſe ſhe is twitted with Novelty,by 
theſe with Antiquity as high up as the firſt working 
of the myſtery of Iniquity, whenſoever it was. 

But the miſery 1s, and tis really pittyable,that all 
her proteſting,renouncing and abjuring Popery,w1ll 
not 1uffice to clear her of it : Not all her Vindicati- 
ons and repeated Victories by her invincible Cham- 
pions over all her Adverſartes of the Roman Communi- 
on, can either convince or ſatisfie, or at leaſt filence 
her domeſtick Oppolers, but {till ſhe is exclaim'd a- 
gainſt as Popiſh, plainly Popiih in her Goverment, 
in her Liturgies, and in her Coremonies.: Yea, her 
Miniſters, how formidable to2ver, az Adverſaries to 
the Church of Rome or Buiwark to their own, and by 
the angenuous of that Church repo rather not 
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at leaſt, as any thing can poſlibly be : It may there- 


(3) 
C atholicks than Hereticks,as the reſt ſtyle them,are yet 
at home, by her true Proteſtant ſticklers, loudly repre- 


ſented as Papiſts in Maſquerade, 1f not plainly and 
openly Popi/h. | 


As for her Defrine, it 1s, as Reform'd, wholly op- 

$d to Popery,and therefore lure by no means cenſu. 
rable as Popi/h: Well,I meddle not with other points 
of her Dotrine now, but 1am very ſure it can never 
be thought either Pop;/h or Phanatical in the point of 
Obedience to the Higher Powers, which 1s the ſubject 
of my Text: For this ſhe as clearly aſlerts,as firmly 
eſtabliſhes, and faithfully and conſtantly practiſed 
as ever was done in any of the pureſt and beſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity. 

And to give ſome little hints of her oppoſition 
both to Popety and Phanaticiſm in this point : She does 
not derive her Sovereign's Authority either from 
the Pope immediately, or trom the Pegple: She does 


not ſubject him to a Conclave or a Conſiſtory, or a High 


Court of Juſtice: She does not allow him to be ſen- 


tenc'd and depos'd by a General Council or a General Aſ- 
ſembly : To be cut off by a Knife, nor yet by an Axe: 


To be poſted out of the World by Powder in Parrels, 


or Powder and ſomewhat elſe in Blunderbuſles: 
Nay, ſhe does not allow him to be ſo much as reſiſt- 
ed upon any pretence whatſoever, w:thout danger of 


Damnation in the ſaddeſt ſenſe. 


I need not tell you at this time of day that there 


have been Dofrines currently vented, and practiſes 
ſet on foot exactly agreeing to them, but both as di- 
rectly oppolite to the Doftrine of our Church; yea,and 
of the. whole Church of Chr:ist too, for a thouſand years 


[OTC 


\} 


\\ 


c :arly {tated from nenc 


KAY 


fore ſeem very ſeaſonable, upon ſuch an occaſional 


meeting as this, to enquire what the Scripture aſſerts 
in the Caſe, and ſee whether it does not fully autho- 
rite the Dsrine of our Church, and condemn the con- 
trary : Accordingly I have choſen a 7ezt, the clea- 
reſt and levereſt againſt Re/jiſiing,of any 1n the whole 
Bible, They that reſiſt, ſhall recerve te th: mſelyes Damnation. 

[t has been oblerved from tundr y of the Antents, 

that in the Intancy of Chriſtianity,there was a rumour 

ipr cad (which 1s tuppos 'd to have taken its rife from 
PFulas of Galilee, mention'd, Act. 5.37.) that the Goſpel 
was delign'd to undermine Kingdoms and Common- 
wealtins ; as 1t indeed the deſign ot our Sawours firlt 
coming were the ſame with that which 1s retery'd 
tor his ſecond, * 75 put down all rule, and all authority, 
and porrer : And that tor this reaton our Savor him- 
ſelf, and his Arc{{-5,did ſo frequently and ſo carneſt- 
ly inculcate the Doctrine of Obedtence to the Higher Pow- 
ers, that the Ke/19191 might not incur an odium. 

I tay nothing now to the reaſon alledged, but that 
both our $.v0vr himſielt and his Apoſtles did actually 
inculcate 1o the {aid Dotrine,1ts obvious to all that are 
never {' }ittle converlant in the [cred Writings ; and 
were Tore no other In {tances te be pi cduced thence, 
Yet £2:5 place of St. Paul, from whence I have my 
JoNt, Wn {<) Þ £4111 Q wind F r-gaant, 10 full and compre- 
h-n:i: v2, WT noe ec 510 n1Ore to inform and latisfie 
the conleiences of Toke who are witling to know 
their Duty, ck tor cav:l or ſubceriuge 
rather tian Jatisfactti ion, 

And io jatily has this place been canvas'd and dil- 
ca.'d, the Point lo ar1p:y debated, and the Caſe 10 
e, that there can be no pre- 
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b tence of ignorance but what is more or leſs wilful, 

ti and ietustakea curſory view of the context, which 
| - beginsthus: 

Let every ſoul be ſubject to the Higher Powers, that is,to 
| the ſupream Authority of a Nation 1n whomſoever veſt- 
ed, as 13 unanimouſlly agreed on by all unprejudic'd 
men of ſente and learning,and clearly determin'd by 
the context following ; the word «is, Powers, being 
afterwards explained by « «9; »n, Rulers, Ver. 3. and 
Or S.aurT , the Miniſters of God, Ver. «4. and « Vaicb;4v being + of 
dinarily us'd both by Clafkc Authors, and by St. Peter 
himſelf for ſupream, and 1o render'd by our Tran/l1- 
tors, x Pet. 2. 13. 

To theſe Higher or Supream Powers, the Apoſt!s re- 
quires expreſly that every ſoul be ſubjeft : And here 'tis 
pertinently remark d by Origen, that the Apoſtle has 
put his injunction in a term the moſt general and 
comprehenſive that could be, and yet roger 
applicable to every individual, /-t every ſoul be ſubject 
as obliging all that have but a common ſoul or ſpir it. 
3 And our Church Homilies are very particular too, 
” *Homily andnoleſs pertinent in their remark upon this place. 
of Obed- * We ought diligently to obey St. ph that dear and choſen 
| 54. Ed. Apoſtle of Chri8l, even as we would obey our Saviour Chris 


| 1673. Mencif if he were here preſent ; and let us learn of him, that 
Sen in in- all perſons having ſouls(he orcepteth none,nor exempteth none, 


deed yet neither PrieSt, Apoſtle, nor Prophet, ſaith St. Chryſoſtom + ) 


icularly do owe of OK Duty, and even in conſcience, Obedience, 
And to the Submifſeo on and Subjettion to the Higher Powers which be ſet 
_ in Authority by Gol: Foraſmuch as they be God's Lieutenants, 
| [er, and God's Preſidents, God's Commiſſioners, God's Judges, ordained 


| {long _ of God himſelf, of whom alone they have all th:ir Power and 


Beinard, all their ly ; and the whom St, Paul threatneth no lefs 
"NY Dain 
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( 11 ) 
pain than everlaſting damnation to all diſobedient Perſons , t 
all refiſters againſt this general and common Authority : For- 
aſmuch as they reſiſt not man but God, not man's device and 
invention,but God's Wiſdom,God"s Order,Power and Authority. 

This 1s ſufficiently plain,and this muſt be granted 
the {tending ſenſe of the Church of England touching 
this place of the Apo{t/e,becaule thele Homilies,and the 
Defrine contained in them,are eſtabliſh'd by publick 
Authority. 

And the ſame in ſubſtance was the current ſenſe 
of the whole Church of Chri$ 1n the firſt and pureſt Ages 
of it, and generally of the Churches of the Reformatzon. 

But to proceed, the Apoſtle adds, as the ground or 
reaſon of this univerſal ſubjeion to the Higher Powers, 
that there is no Power but of God: The Powers that be ( or 
the Powers then in being, for ſo ſome underſtand 
s iz: ifs, and 1o Nero's Power who was then regnant ) 
are ordained of God. Can any thing poſſibly be more 
plain than this for the Divine Inſtitution of $ overetgnty © 
a thing ſo plain indeed, not only from this and ſun- 
dry other places of Holy Writ, but from natural rea- 
- Jon too, that one of the Antrents affirms, they who 9,9gu. 
. have not read the Scriptures do think it(as very many. 
Learned Heathens have declar'd they did ) and they 
who have read them do know it. And in no one point 
of Chriſtian Dofrine have the Antient Sages of our Reli- 
210n, the Primitive Fathers, more unanimouſtly agreed, 
as the Unlearned as well as the Learned know at this 
time of day : Andall the Churches of the Reformation 
are clear for it, as appears from their Confeſtons. And 
for our own Church, yea, and State too,for may fſafe- 
ly joyn them together in this,they are as cxpess for 
It as the plaineſt words can ſhew them to be 
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The Common Lawyers agrecing in it with the Caſuiſts, 
and the Statutes as plainly and fully afier tinzitas the 
Canons. 

But if there were nothing elie to prove 1t, yet the 
Porzer of the Wy :r4, or the Porer of Life and Death, 
which 1s an efſeritt.l] branch of Sowere Kath, undeniably 
EVIiCes It tO be art ginally trom God, who alone coald 
give the laid Poyer - and I w VO tain 1ce 1t prov'd, 
that the K1ng- creat nz Pl» ever had this Power 
And :t they never had it ths et xipigen they could. 
unpart it 1s lomewhat my itcrious. 

But notwithſtanding 1o gencral and unanimous a 
conlent both of Churches and Perſons,as well Antient as 
Medern, in a point 1o very plain trom the Apoſ7/-, and 
in a manner ſelf-evident,great numbers in theC hench 
of Rome, and the Jeſwts eſpecially,aſlert the contrary, 
and therein are followed by the generality of ourSepe- 
ratiſts, That all ſufream Power is or1g1inally. and radically fea- 
ted in the People, and that if Kings | ul of their Duty, the 
People many ly pply w_ at le: eſt 1 Hl ſome Caſes \ 1.1) mt it of them- 
ſelves: 1 That Kings are accountable to the People as their 
SuperinmY fy and not only cenſurable and puniſhat le, but as they 
are pieas'd to expreſs it, Dethronadle. 

I tha!l not ſtand to diſpute the Point with them 
now, vut bating the invincible evidence to the con- 
trary of this from the Power ot the Sword,wherewith 
Sovereign Princes are inveſted, I ſhall only put this 
Inory, Whether more deference in pojnt of credit and 

authorit y be due to St. Payu/, and the moſt eminent 
Divin-s of the Church of Chriſt 1 all Aozs, and theſe 
back'd with the concurrent ſenſe of all ſober Hea- 
thens, or to the' Romiſh and Proteſtant Jeſuits in this 
>01nt, and without more ado I ſhall leave it to you 


33 2 

I have hitherto inſiſted upon theContezt,and ſhewn 
how 1t has been(as St. Peter fignifi'd of old,concerning 
{ome other paſlages of our Apoſtle) wreſted by (the un- 
{earn-d and un{table ſhall I lay ? yea, rather by) the 
malitizus and ſe {iti9115 totheir own deſtruction,eternal, t1s 
to be tear'd ; and how jultly to he tear'd, will appear 
by enquirng into the Words I have choſen for my 
Text, which are as plain and exprels againſt reſting, 
as the Cnt-rt for obeying the Higher ot; TS, They that 
Y - Jl;t, (hail r: (< TEL [9 them: = "y Dun. 1t 191 | 

W hich Words, as they ſtand in our Tr n/lation, are 

Mlain indeed, but as they are in the Or5..47, they are 
more liable to cc. and 26 prion, and then *tis not to 
be + expected they thould eſcape it, when there have 
been,in luadry Ao? ,l0 many whole [:terest it was to 
make it,in order to the luccels (I mean) of thetr wick- 
ed Attempts. 

To the Term of r: ſting there 18 not much exception 
made,for tho” it may lometimes bgnifle no more than 
to act contrar y tO the Command ot the Hl gDeT Popers, 

vet it cannot bear rhat ſignification in my Text, be- 
caule the Hioher Powers may poſſibly command thar 
which we are obl:c-.1,by a Power Superior to theirs, to 
act contrar y to, as if they C  OMmM: antany V thing repuUg- 
nant to the exprels ord of God, then as St. Peter has 
det-rmin'd the cale, and as *t1s univerf. ily agreed on, 
we ouzht to o&-y Gol, and not Ifin ; not any Humn 
Power whattoever, but to act contrary to their Cc.n- 
mand :; And that, tor certain,1s not to incur Damnation 
in the fadde$t ſ-nſo,0t which the word, «uz. here 1s con- 
te{ſedly capable. But to re/ist (as the very Words uied 
by the Apoſtle here plainly import) is to uſe h5ti/e wio- 
lence,or forcibly to net Rag that is to incur Dam 
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nation,according to our rendring the word «;=e, which 
the Apoſtle uſes in the Text ; but whether the word 
does really import here Damnation in the ſadde$} ſenſe, 
that 1s,eternal Condemnation from God,or only ſomeT em- 
poral Mulit or Puniſhment irom the Magiſtrate, Whether 


it be unto Death, or to Baniſhment,or to Confiſcation of Goods, 
or to Impriſonment, hath been, and {till is, made a Que- 
ſtion : And truly I have not ſeen any determination 


| Author 4- Of it ſo clear, as it ſeems to me capable of. A learn- 


ed man, of the late times, hath told us indeed, That 
the Analogy of the place will ſufficiently evince the Point that 
this word, Kfus, is like a ſword with two edges, fitted not only 
to kill the Body, but to deſtroy the Soul alſo ; that it threatens 
puniſhment from the Magiſtrates very true,but not all:Ye must 
needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 


ſake.You are exhorted not to Rebel,becauſe yuu may be Hang'd: 


But leS$t confidence in Numbers ſhould anſwer this Objeftion, a 
ſtronger motive ts us d, You hall certainly be Damn'd. It is 
probable you may take the Gallows in your way, but, however, 
Hell will be the end : Tea, though you Ss a ſhameful 
Death, yet you have forfeited eternal Life. 

It may be 10,as this Aurhor 1ays,and indeed it 1s too 
probable, but he has not clearly evinced it. 

Some have gone further, and ſaid much more, but 
I conceive not all that might be ſaid upon it: Andot 
late, in popular Diſcourſes, it has been rather taken for 
granted, than delignedly proved. I humbly offer, 
therefore,the reſult of my Meditations upon the Point, 
and upon the Text, and I ſhall do it in this method. 

1. I ſhall endeavour to prove, that «ue, in this 
place, does really {ignifie Damnation in the ſaddeſt ſenſe, 
that 18,eternal Condemnation fromGod,tho' not excluding 
the other more gentle ſenſe of Temporal Puniſhment from 
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2. 1 ſhall ſhew that there 1s nothing to take off the 
force of this intermination,no juſt cale of exception againſt 
the rule of my Text, no pretence allowable ; but for 
Subjects to reſiſt, T mean, forcibly to re/$t their Lawful 
Sovereign, 1s abſolutely and univerſally to incur Damnati- 
on, and nothing to atone for the Crime, in the ſight of 
God, or to prevent the Puni/hment threatned here, but 
Repentance,. And thus 1s all I can think neceſlary to 
in{1{t upon from the Words, ſaving only ſome little 
matter by way of Application, 

I begin with the firſt, that 5z, in this place, does 
realy {1gnifie Damnation in the ſadde$ ſenſe. 

Now, 'tis granted, the Word does fignifie, 1n Scrip- 
ture, ſometimes Human Judgment,fometimes Capital Pu- 
niſhment, or the Sentence of Death inflicted upon Male- 
faffors : But then 1t muſt be granted too, that, in ma- 
ny more places of Scripture, it ſignifies Divine and Eter- 
nal Puniſhment, or Damnation in the ſaddeſt ſenſe : And _ 
that not only where 1t 1s joyned with other words, | C—_ 

X : ; 3 
that plainly point and direct to that ſenſe, but where Hammond,  < 
it ſtands by it ſelf alone, without any additional — Ea OY 

| . : ibi, and I, 
note or point of direction: And this hath been ſhewed pr. Faker h: 
at large by learned men, * and fo need not be ſtood © Chriſti l 
anLoyalty.=? 
upon now. —_ 

But chis being taken for granted, that more gene- 
rally the Scripture uſes theWord for Damnation in the ſad- 
de$} ſenſe, the only queſtion 1s, Whether ſo here in my 
Text,or no? I do not lay ezcluding,but implying the other 
ſenſe too of Temporal Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate. 

There 1s, indeed, another remarkable place where 
the Word 1s uſed,but in what ſenſe,is alike queſtion'd ; 
and that 1s, 1 Cor. 11. 29. where it is applied to Un- 
worthy Communicants : He that eateth and drinketh unzor- 
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thily, cateth and drinketh xe, we read, Damnation to him- 
But whatever the real lenſe of «$74 be there,it has 
been very port: nently oblerv'd, that in the /ate un- 
h. pf tim?s, W LEN tne queition was moſt ſtifly can- 
vals'd about the /-1/- of my Text, moſt of thoſe who 
were hotieir for the gentler ſenſe 1 in the place of my 


Text, as :: = ing tor cheir Intereſt who were attually 1n 


Arms agaiiit : their Swereign,and little tear'd any T7 em- 
fort Puni ment, were as hot for the ſadder jenſ> of the 
fame: in that other place to the Corinthians : And 
the reſult was, that effeCtual care was taken men 

{hould not incur Damnation tor Communic ating unworthi- 
"3 by keeping them from Communicating at all, tor {e- 


yer years together. 
at then, that men m1ght not be as much deterr'd 
from 7:/:4-n-, or taking up Arms againſt the King, or 


continuin, 7 1N them, by any fear or apprehenſion of «re, 
gn ying Damnation indeed in this place of my T ext ; 
it was eagerly contended for the g-ntler ſenſe to be af- 
fx'd to this pls, that «: here ſhould ſignifie only 
{ome Temporal Puniſhment,which the King might inflict, 
if he happe:ed to Conguer his R-bels up in Arms againſt 
him : And if it ſhould come to that once, then men 
were to look to themtelves, and 1cape as well as they 
could. 

Then reſiſting, or taking up Arms, * would be plain 
down- right * "=. "I and of a molt horrid nature, but 
nor 'till then,according to Cromwel's Doctrine, who, in 
the midit of the /ate War, declar'd, (it ſeems) 1 bat if 
he and his Party prevail 'd, their oppoſers would be accounted 
the grandes$t Traytors, to the State, that ever were : But if 
the Kin 2 ſhould prevail, their undertaking would be judged . 
the _- gorrig and black Rebellion that ever the Sun beheld. 
Then 


(17) 
Then have a care of Attainders and Executinns, of Gibhbet 5 
or Azes, Confiſcations or Impriſonments ; but no beware of 
Damnation all this while : No, that was no part of their 
care or fear, and, indeed, Why /hould it * It taking up Arms 
againſt their Soverergn,were neither threatned,nor like to 
be attended with any worle conſequence, than only tome 
T mporal Mulct or Puniſhme "nt, which were certain to be 
avoided by Conqueſt, 1t that were the ſue : Or, it the 
worſt ſhould happen, it were more than poſlible to be 
avoided by flight or concealment,or perhaps by the clemency 
of the Conqueror, or at leaſt the number of Re/iſters would 
ſecure the far greateſt part from the utmolt ſeverities, 
And when there was 10 many ſtarting holes, 10 many, 
( po ble,thall I ſay?nay,) probable ways of eſcaping this xi 


of the Apoſtle,in their ſenſe of it,yho would needs have it 


import only ſomeT emporal Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate, 
Why ſhould they fear re/iſting or taking up Arms, Or conti- 
nuing 1n them, and not rather go on to /:2ht manfully the 
Lords Battels, and help him against the mighty , when they 
were to far trom incurring Damnatron for it, that they 
were plainly accurſed if they did not, as they were fre- 


quently and roundly told from that * place of the Prophet, * Jer. 4 
wretchedly miſ-applied : Curſed i be that doth the work of ** 


the Lord deceitfully, or negligently, and curſed is he that 
keepeth back his [word from blood * 


But, to recolle& mylelf, though what has been now 
ſaid cannot favour much of digreſlion,becaulſe the Tenets 


and Practiſes ſpecitrd, are plain natural reſults from the 
premiſes laid down : For if to re/ſt be not to incur Dam- 
nation in the ſaddes$t ſenſe, but barely and ſimply ſome Tempo- 


ral Mulf or Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate, and that too | 


- not certain, not inevitable,and far trom that, What ſhould 
hanger reſiſting at any time npon a pony A C Congueiecs or 
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But,God be thanked,the caſe is not altogether ſoclear 


_ for themyfor 'tis certainly poſſible,that «3, in this place, 


may lignifie Damnation in the It Wddeſt ſenſe, as it does confel- 
ſedly in ſundry other places of Holy Writ ; and,if it were 
only 10, Reſiſters cannot be altogether ſecure, 

But not to reſt here, I ſhall torthwith betake me to 
the clearing my firſt Propo/ation, that ke, in this place of 
my Text, does really {11gnifie Damnation in the Fe addeſt ſe nſe : 
ve this I thall ſhew, 

. From the Contezt or the Analogy of the place. 

2. From the current ſenſe of the moſt approved Expo/+- 
tors; and, 

. From parallel places of Holy-Writ,which repreſent 
Reſt ifting as a Crime of a moſt groſs horrid Nature, and conſe- 
p_— damning in the fight God. 

. I ſhall ſhew it _ the Context or the Analogy of 
the place. 

And here, Let every ſoul be ſubject to the Higher Pow- 
ers, 1s plainly the Precept eſtabliſh'd upon this Penalty, 
whatever it be that «== imports ; and we are pretty 
well agreed about the Not:on of the Higher Powers : How- 
ever,l have prov'd already that it fjgnifes the ſupream Au- 
thority of a Nation, in whomſoever veſted. That we be 


ſubject to this Authority , 1s an Apoſtolical Precept ; and our 


Bleſſed Saviour has expreſly given the ſame Authority to his 
Apoſtles Doftrine , as to his own delivered by himſelf, and 


commanded them to be received with the ſame defe- 


rence of belief and ſubmifſon,as what they deliver in point 
of Doctrine or Precept as himſelf: He that recerveth you, recei- 
veth me, and he that recetveth me, recerveth him that lent me, 
St. Matt.10.40. And,as it was intimated betore, as the 
ſenſe of the Church of England, we ought to obey St. Paul, 
even as we would obey Chriſt himſelf: And ſure, from 
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what has been ſaid,'tis plain we ought. Whatever then 
the Apoſtles deliver, as the Dottrine of Chri$t, 1s Goſpel as 
much as any thing Recorded by the four Evangeliſts: And 
the Apoſtle 1s very plain for this , 7bat all who obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be puniſh'd with everlaſting 
deſtruftion, 2 Thefl. 1. $, 9. Subjedtion to the Higher Pow- 
ers 1s here expreſly injoyned by the Apoſtle, and conie- 
quently is a Goſpel Precept: And notwithſtanding 
Mr. Bazter's nicety of a Reſiſtance not contrary to ſubje- 
ion, certainly all forcible Ir a0 which is plainly the 
Apo/il-s meaning here, is ſufficiently contrary to ſubject:- 
on, Now, whether to reſiſt the Higher Powers, and conſe- 
quently to diſobey the Goſpel, be not to incur everlaſting 
Deſtruttion, or Damnation in the ſadde$t ſenſe, 1 leave to be 
conlider'd. 

Again, 2. All Pozer, and by a neceſſary conſequence 
the Higher Powors,are of Divine Inſtitution: This is expreſly 
alerted by the Apoſtle here , There & no Power but of God : 
the Powers that be, are ordained of God : And thence he in- 
fers, That whoſoever refiſteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance 
of Gol. Now, whether to reſiſt a plain Oadinance of God, 
an in{i:t:ti-n founded and eſtabliſhed by Divine Authority, 1f 
we will tai.e the Apoſt/-s word for it, be not to offer con- 
temrr to rhe {wed Authority of God himſelf), and ſo to in- 


cur h's # -/ ſporſure, and conſequently Damnation in the 
ſaldef {-:/-, without Repentance, I leave again to be con- 
{1 daera. 


2. The Ap/i7- adds here, Ver/. 5. of this Chap. Ye mu$ 
be ſubj-ct, nst only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience-ſake : Here 
by wrath,all the World underſtands Temporal Puniſhment : 
An1, as Dr. F:immmd hereupon urges, if that were all 
th.t 15 meant by K-10 the Text, 1t could not be trae, 
mach lets concluded thence, that men mu$ be ſubjedt, not _ 

| C 2 only _. 
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only Us wrath; but if we muſt needs be ſubjef, and by,at 
leaſt, an equal neceſſity, not re/, not only for wrath, or for 

fear of Tem poral Puniſhment,then he that does actually reſts, 

{hall recerve or incur more than a 7 emporal Puniſhment,even 
all the conſequence of a wounded, grieved conſcience, which, 
when 1t accuſes, binds over to cternal writh, or Damnation 

_ in the ſaddest ſenſe, without repentance, as no man doubts, 

that pretends any acquaintance with the Chriſtian Dofirine. 

If therefore we will allow the Apoſtle to ſpeak /en/e here, 
we muſt grant there lies on us,ftrom thele words,a necel- 

ſity of jubjection,and conſequently of not re/iſting tor ſome 
higher and further reaſon;than only a fear of temporal punijh- 

ment ;, and what that can be other than etern4/,or Damna- 
tion in the ſad.le$t ſenſe, T leave again to be conſider'd. 

Bur here 1t.is urged bo way of Objection,and that from 
the Context too, that «4, 1n this place, muſt ſ1ignifte only 
ſome Temporal Puniſhment trom the Hrgher Powers, becauſe 
it follows immediately, Rulers are not a terror to 29d 
 Werks, but to the ev. 

_ By the way, their Objection plainly unples, that to re- 
Ji 1s an evil Work, or elle it were not punihhable by the 
Alagt ſtrate; and as ſuch it 1s, as all other e2:/ Works are, 
not only a ground oi Temporal Pum/hment but expoles Men 

to Eternal, without Repentance. 

Bur to anfiver directly to the Objection; 1. It 1s not 
deny'd, but R-/i/tance is a matter which the Magiſtrate is 
\ concern'd to punihh ; and they that actually reſt him,may 
ſecure themſelves: he will pun; them for 1t, it it be in 
his power, and he be not ſome way appeas'd, or otherwile , 
prevented. But who can perſuade himſelt,that the Bleſſed 
Apoſtle,by theSpirit of God direfting him,ſhould threaten 
ſo great a Crime as Reſeſting, which 1s no better than Re- 


bellion, and that is as the fan of witchcraft, with an award 
| which 
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which is common to 1t, with the meaneſt offences in the 
World? nay, that the Great and Learned Apoſtle ſhould ar- 
gue againſt re/iſting from 1o poor a Topick, as fear of 7em- 
poral Punt hment only, ſeems to me 10 jejune and flat, as is 
infinitely below his Charater, as the great Doffor of the 
Genti/-s : He needed not his Education atithe feet of Ga- 
maliel,mach lets his Infall:bility as an Apoſtle to dictate this, 
tor certainly Nokes or a Styles, a Cade or a Kett, or any of 
the Rabble of Refſiſters, need not be told that they incur a 
Temporal Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate, if they be ſubdued 
and taken in the Ac of Re /iſting, or deprehended 1n the At- 

tempt or De/rgn of it. But it they happen to ſubdue Or awe 
the Miziſtrate,or tome way or other to eſcape, as 'tis odds 
but they may, at leaſt the more 1inconfiderable among 
them, What {11gnifies the intermination of the Magiſtrates 
Ang: 'r, and the conſe 'QUence of 1t, lome Temporal Puniſhment, 


- 


to d-tor them from reſiſting © 
2. Again, If fear of Ton :>1ral Puniſhment were the ſum 


of the Apoſtles Argument 1n this place , Why ſhould he 
particularly apply it to the inſtance of r{1/ting ? the ſu- 
pream Mgiſtr. temight be {aid indeed not to bear the ſw ard 
alto: wether 1Nn vain, it he did bear it only againſt Tre. iſ on, 
R#h: llion, and ſuch like v9/ations of Majeſty, as immedt- 
ately concern his own Perſon: But certainly he could 
not be ſaid to bear it to any great pur poles of advant, ie 
to the Commonwealth, or Community of his Subjetts, 1t he did 
no: þ-4r it againlt other Criminals and Malefa tors as well 
as againſt Refiſters or Traytors, and 1t equally againſt all, 

Why the Apo| /tl> ſhould alledg the fear or danger of it a- 
gainſt Reſiſters only ? if that were all he meant, I am 
very much to ſeek ; and therefore, methinks, for the 
honour of the Apoſtle, Chriſtians ſhould not preſume to 
father 1o trifling an ox, amppront upon him,as that if any re/ſt 


the _ 
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the Higher Poxers, they ſhall receive a Temporal Puniſh- 
ment : If we underſtand the merit here,and not the event, 
that-re/ſters deſerve a Temporal Puniſhment, "tis very true 
indeed, bur to no great purpoſe of deterring them: It 
the event, it will not always hold, for certain, it wall 
not 1n the c&& of a proſperous Rebellion, or fight, or conceal- 
' ment,or ſome other way of avodance. 
And now to ſum up what has been ſaid upon thts firſt 
Ar oument taken trom the Contezt; Seeing, 1. It 1s an A- 
poſtolical, and conſequently a Goſpel Precept, T hat we be ſubject 
to the Higher Powers ; and to reſiſt them, in the plarn ſenſe 
of my Text, muſt be granted not to be ſubjef, and not to 
| be ſubjef, 15 not to obey the Goſpel, and not to obey the Goſ- 
pel, 18, to INCcur everlaſting Deſtruction, without Repentance. 
Seeing i in the ſecond place,that to re/iſt the Higher Pow- 
ers is evidently to reſt iſt the Ordinance of God, and that 1s to 
ofter contempt to the ſacred Authority of God himſelf, and 
that can be no leſs than to incur his final diſpleaſure, and 
conſequently, Damnation in the ſadde$t ſenſe, without Re- 
pentance ſtill. 
| 2. Seeing we mult needs be ſubject, and, by conſequence, 
_ not ref15t, not only for wrath, or for fear of Temporal Puniſh- 
ment, 1t muſt be for ſome 5ther reaſon, or on 1ome further 
account, and that 1s, plainly, for fear of wounding our Con- 
ferences, which will certainly expole us to the wrath eter- 
nal, without Repentance. 
And laſtly, Seeing it were exceedingly below the 
Apoſtle to argue againſt Reſiſting, from 1o poor a Topich, as 
fear of .Temporal Puniſhment only, which all the World 
knows will certainly attend the Crime of Reſiſting, if not 
ſome way or other prevented, and which might as well 
be urged againſt any other inſtance of offending the Laws. 
I ſhall not make my own reference, but leave it as before 
to 
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to be con/ider'd, whether the Apoſtle can reaſonably be ſup- 
pos'd to intend by the word «4, in this place,any thing 
leſs that eternal Damnation, without Repentance, as the pu- 
niſhneut ot Reſiſting. 

And 1o I proceed to my ſecond medium by which I 
propoſed to prove this, and that 1s the current jenſe of the 
molt approved Erpyſttors. 

And here I might urge what I find aſſerted to my hand, 
that not one Writer for a thouſand years,of any credit in the 
Church, did ever doubt or queſtion the Doctrine of Obedience 
to the Higher Poxeers, as 'tis maintained by the Church of 
Enzland, or the unlawfulneſs of rejijting them, upon any 
pretence whatever : And why ? but becauſe the Holy 
Scripture 10 frequently, and particularly St. Paul, nere in this 
Chapter has 1o plainly ſtated it, made it 1o clear and 
manife$8t , and 10 formidatly threatned the oppugners of 
it. And for the pradtice of the Primitive Chriſtians in all 
parts of the Word (which 1s :ncomparably the beſt Comment 
upon the Scriptures of the New Teſtament ) "tis very cer- 
tain they were univerſally /ubje& to their Governors, #n 
omnibus licitis, and never reſiſted them, whatever ground or 
pretence they might have for 1t ; and this, indeed, 1s al- 
molt as univerſally acknowledg'd that they did not actually 
re/t$t ; Their Reaſons we ſhall after enquire into. But 
take we this by the way, 1n St. Auſtin's words ; 7 her 
Demeanour was frrpetually and invinably Loyal tozyards rhe 
Temporal Governors, without any the lea$t Refiſtance, propter 
Dominum eternum, for fear of of ending therr great and eter- 
nal Sovereign, the Lord of Heaven and Earth,and thereby ingur- 
ring his final diſpleaſure, the effets whereof are intolerable and 
eternal, and altogether unauodable, but only by Repentance. 

But to be more part:cular,wath reference to the Argument 
in hand. es 
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Among the Antrents, St. Ghry/oſtom, and thoſe who fol- 
1low'd by way of expounding the Scriptures neareſt the Let- 
ter, for the reſt, almoſt all betore him, were moſtly 
given to Allegorical Expoſitions: St. Ghryſoſtom, 1 ſay, and 
his followers, as 7 heopbylact and Occumenius, I may add 
Photius too, for 1o much as remains of his Comments, are 
_ generally accounted the beſt Commentators. St. Chryſoſtom 
r. Cave ( fays a * Learned Man of our own Church) had ſo hap- 
- —o py a T alent in expounding the Scripture, 1n the moſt obvious 
or. and litteral ſenſe, that, as an Antient Writer aſlures us, his 
judgment herein was accounted the common ſtandard of the 
Church, and out-weigh'd the Ezpoſetions of all the other 
Fathers : Now he and his followers, with one conſent,de- 
 clare plainly, if not expre/ly too, for the ſadder ſenſe of «giva 
' in this place. St. Chryſoſtom's Nun op:Tega wazisry s T1142, NO light, 
but very ſevere vengeance , and that from God, who is 
| ogolgs munpis 3 mapgoruirey Tir, A ſevere avenger Of all ſuch as con- 
* temn theſe Higher Powers, and thereby, «rs; mpetino: ety, EX 
 ceedingly provoke God, 1s ſufficiently clear for my pur- 
poſe p and {0 T heophylact, 6 ar Yew mg Ot nuwwennrrmal, he that reſiſt s 
ſhall be punih'd by God himielt: And to the ſame pur- 
poſe, Photius in Oecumenirs (whom I may therefore cite as 
_. one) expreſlly interprets the word «,: here, by k:w.un, 
es, Condemnation from God. I deny not but all theſe, 
| how much ſoever they are tor the ſadder ſenſe of Ku 
| here, do withal include the other ſenſe too of Temporal 
Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate ; which I know none 
| that offers to exclude, though I think it not very neceſſary 
to be urgent for it, or lay any great ſtreſs upon it, becauſe 
_ 1olikely to follow in all caſes of Reſiſting that are impro- 
| ſperous, and do not prevail upon the Legal eſtabliſh'd Autho- 
ty. | 

But be it that the Apoſtle implied,in the word «wa here, 
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what they may ſuffer from men, apud Deum ſortem non ha- 


ſtance ;, even Parents, who has been cenſur'd tor ſome wnad- 
viſed expreſſions in the Caſe, is very clear and right with o- 
thers in his Comment upon my Text , not only atfiring 
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a Temporal Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate,ſo it be granted, 
as 'tis by theſe Antients expreſly, that he meant by it,and 
that cþ:c fly too, eternal Damnation trom Gad. 

And with thele of the Greek Church, agree St. Ambroſe 
and St. Auſtin tor the Latin. St. Ambroſe upon thole words, 
Ye mutt needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, 1d elt, ultionem 
preſentem ; that is, ſays he, for fear of preſent or temporal 
vengeance, 1ed & propter futurum judicium, but alſo for 
fear "of the judgment to come) quia f1 hic evaſcerint, 11llic eos 
pena expectat ubi ipla acculante conſ{cientia punien- 
tur: For however, lays he, they eſc ape h: ere, yet there their 
own conſcience will be their accuſer, and God himſelf their auenger. 

And St. Auſtin ſays, * concerning KReſiſters, that befides * Ep. 


bebunt,zhe y ſhall hav? no part with God ; and elſewhere he 
reckons it very clear and manifeſt : Patet (ſays he) mor- 
tale peccarum eſſe poteſtati CU reſt ſtere, "tis evident, that to 
refit the Civil Power 1s a Mortal Sin: And by Mortal, we 
know he means a S'n of a damning nature , that tearfully 
expoles to the wrath and indrgnatron of Almighty God. 

And with thele conſents St. Bernard too, though liv- 
ing in an Age when the Papal Power had not a little en- 
croach'd upon the Imper:al,but much corrupted the Chr:- 
$1an Doftrins 1n point of Obedience to the Higher Power : Yet 
he, even 1n that Aze,aflerted it damnable tn 1 the ſaddes$t ſenſe + Ep. 1 
to reſi, and that from this place of the Apoſtle in my & 22% 
Text Þ. Re 

And to come down to thoſe of the Reformation, the g:- | 
nerality of them are clear, it not for the ſadder ſ-nſ2 of «gs 
here, yet, which is all one, for the damning nature of Reji- 
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that Ky. here may be taken in either jenſe,of T-mporal or 
Eternal Puniſhment : But that however Rejiſters may e- 
Tape the hands of Men, yet, Certe a Deo, from God they 
. are ſure of a ſevere award. 
_ And to Contract, the moſt eminent Divines of the Refor- 
' mation;though they meddle not with the word k#. in my 
Text,yet they agree in the ſubſtance of it, generally aſſert- 
- ing it damnable to refit ; and none, or very few of thoſe 
that call themſelves Proteſtant Drvines,. are Diſſenters in 
this, but only thoſe of the Kirk of Scotland, and their Bre- 
* thren here, the Presbyter:ians and Phanatichs. 

As for the ſenſe of the Church of England, and all her 
Divines, Or true and regular Sons, as well as Fathers in the 
caſe,tis 1o plain and clear, and fo very well known that, 
_ 1t were an mezcuſable impertinence to inſiſt particularly upon 
it at this time of day. 

And now being compaſled with 1o great a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, having 1uch a concurrent $Iream of Expoſitors and 
_ others on my 1ide, I hope I may venture to aſſert, from 
the importance of the word «7 1n my Text, that it is a fin 
of a damning nature to refit the Higher Powers. 

But I ſhall add to,the Confirmation of it, from my third 
propoſed Toprick, and that is, from paralle/ places of Holy 
Writ, which repreſent reſiſting as a Crime of a moſt horrid 
nature, Or at leaſt a very great ſin againſt God, and con le- 
quently Of a damning nature. 

I inſtance, 4. In that very remarkable expreſſion of Mo- 
 fes to Korah and his Company, when they afſiciated them- 
ſelves together againſt him,and were not tar from taking 
up Arms, but certainly 1o far reſiſted him, as openly to op- 
poſe his Authority, as-an encroachment upon them. Ye are 
gathered together, ſays he to Korah the Ring-leader, 7hou 
and all thy Company are gathered: together: again$t the Lord, 

Numb, 16.11. | They 
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They were not ſo ſenſeleſ$as to gather together intenti- 
onally againſt the Lord ; no, but they were gathered to- 
zether againſt Moſes, their ſupream Civil Governor appoin- 
ted ſo by God, againſt Aaron the chief in the Ecclefiaſtical 
Adminiſtration: And this Moſes calls their gathering toge- 
ther again8t the Lord. And,as Arch-Bithop Uſher oblerves, 
even Women did ſee plainly that in oppoſing Moſes and 
Aaron in ſuch a manner, they oppoſed God himſelf, the 
ordainer of their Authority, tor ſo the Daughters of Zelo- 
phehad, Mumb. 27. 2. 

But for a full Confirmation of it, God himſelf atteſted it 
in ſuch a manner, as ſuffciently ſhew'd his eztream indigna- 
tion againſt it, and conſ:gn'd, to all ſucceeding Ages, his utter 
abhorrence and deteſtation of Reſiſting, as a Crime of a moſt 
highly dreadful,and conſequently damning nature z and cer- 
tainly, (as one obſerves) that tome have ſmarted for it e- 
ternally, 1s for ever enough to convince us,that God 1s high- 
ly diſpeaſed with every one that thruſts him/e/f into the 
guilt of it, But of theſe firſt Rejſters, the Text tells us, 
T hat they went down alive into the Pit,according to our Tran- 
/lation ; but the Margin reads into Hell, which Optatus * * com 
underſtands literally, Tartareo carcere fubito clauſt: For *** 
certain to ſuch as follow their ſteps, St. 7ude ſaith, [5s re= 
ſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, St. Jud? x3. and St. 
Peter ſays the ſame, 2 Pet. 2. 17. Iv 

2. But a ſecond Inſtance 1s that of Samuel, who telling 
the People that had been importunate with him for a King 
to be ſet over them,after the manner of their Nerghbour- 
ing Nations, when indeed they were under a Theocracy, 
God himſelf being immediately their King : Samuel, I ſay, 
telling them the manner of a K:ng, in ſuch Inſtances as 
ſome will have to favour of an Arbitrary Poxer;tho' others 
reckon them only the necefary burdens and chat ges of Go- 
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vernment. However that be, the Prophet adds, that when 
they had once ſubjected themielves to that Power, and 
'felt themſelves aggrieved by it, they ſhould cry out in 
that day, becaule of their King they had choſen them, 
- and the Lord would not hear them in that day ; it ſeems 
they ſhould have nothing left them, even in caſe of real 
grievance, but recourle to God, and that would prove, in 


their caſe, inefetual too, God would not hear them. But - 


how if they ſhould take upon them to redreſs their grie- 
 wances themſelves, by reſiſting and taking up Arms againſt 
their King? Why! it would only be direfly and  daringly 
to intrench upon God's Prerogative of Venge "ance ; But of 
that I leave you to conce/ve the ſue. 

. But we have yet a plarner imſtance of the c:iminal na- 
ture of Reſiſting. 1 Sam. 26, where Dawid having opportu- 
nity, Which alone 1s oftentimes incentive enough in ſuch 
caſes, and abſolute Power to have deſtroy'd the King his E- 
__nemy,when 'tis certain he could as ealily have taken aw ay 

Saul's Life as his Spear , and we may ſuppolc him promp- 
ted to it by two poyerful motives, IatereSt and Rove Nge. 
And whatever there m:glit be of owt in it, Abi/hii ofter'd 
- to take that upon himlieli by perpetrating the fact, and 
laying wolent hands upon Saul : Yet Diwvid would by no 
| _ ſufter it, but urged this remarkable 2n-ry againſt 
it ; Who can Stretch forth lis band agus the Lord's 4 DU" 

w_ be guiltleſS® But before whom ſhould David have 
| been 2gw/ty ? Or to whom accountable, 1t he had conſented © 

tor he was (as 1 may lay) Heir apparent tO the Crozn by 

Drume Deſtgnation : And was not the King his wmp/ac able 
Enemy, that had perſecuted him with the utmoSi of malice 
and wirulency, again{t Law and againſt Reaſon * and had 
not God (as Ab//hai urged to him ). delivered his a 


. into his hand, by caſting all his Arm uy 1ato a deep beep} 


(] 
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by God s /-vere proceedings againſt the Authors of it, What | 


of this did ever happen again, yet that 1t did 10 once, 1s 
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and had cut them of, and the King with them, Who ſhould 
have called David to an account for tt? _ 

Why truly nothing of all this was in the leaſt to be 
feared in the Caſe : And yet David was infinitely afraid of 
ſtretching forth his hand again8t the Lords Anointed, or 1uffer- 
ing another to do it, becauſe of the guilt attending itin 


the hg ht of God. 
Ns! ! As the ſenſe of the Church of England 1s in her Ho- Homily of 


milies, concerning this very inſtance, David durſt not for _ 
fear of offending God and his own Conſcience (tho' he had oc- | 
cafron and opportunity for it) once lay his hand upon God's 
High Office r, * whom he did know to be a Perſon reſerved * The |} 
and k: -pt for his Office-ſake only to God's Puniſhment and Ns: 
Judgment. And from this nſtance of David's invincible 
Loyalty, ſo clear and manifeſt, 10 abundantly evident ( one 
would think) beyond contradiction, the Homily aforeſaid 
inters, that 1t 1s an intoleravle 79norance, madneſs and 
wickedneſs, for Subjects to make any Murmuring, Rebellion, 
Re /a(t tſtance, or W ithſtanding, Cammotion Or Taſurreffion againſ\t 
their moſt Dear and moſt Dread Soverergn Lord and King, 
ordained of God's Goode '{s for their Ceca dity, Peace and 
NTE TE 

And if we may judg of the Criminal nature of Reſiſting, 


can we think, but that it is infinitely odz0:45 10 his /robt ? 
When the firſt and moſt remarkable inſtance of it he pu 
ned by an aſtoniſhing Miracle, the Earth opening £6 
/rrallowing ap all the Reſiſters : And tho' 'tis true,nothing 


enough to allure us of God's eternal deteſtation of the 


Crime 
And in the next remarkable inſtance, TI mean that of 


Abſalom, 1o ſtrangely infatuating the Counſels of the moſt 
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politick, and fo amazingly bringing the miſerable Ring- 
leader to his end, by making the Harr of his Head inſtru- 
mental to his rin, and cutting him off thus in the very 
at of his Crime, notwithſtanding all the care his Royal 
Fatber took to prevent it: Sure if we reflect ſeriouſly upon 
God's ſevere diſpleaſure, To fignally evinced by ſuch aſtoni/h- 
ing inſtances of 1t, we cannot, with any ſhadow of rea- 
fon, imagine that Reſiſting ſhould be 1o /:gþt and trivial a 
matter,as ſome would fain have it from their fancied im- 
portance of the word «4 1n my T ext. 

And now,[I would fain perſnade my ſelf,I have made 
it ſeem very probable, at leaſt, that «2: in this place of 
my Text, does really ſignifie Damnation in the ſadde$t ſenſe, 
' by what I have urged, 1. From the Contezt, which I 
am ſure very ſtrongly inclines to it, 1f I muſt not ſay abſ- 


lJutely clears it. From the concurrent ſenſe of the moſt ap- 


proved Expoſitors,as well Antient as Modern : And, 3. From 
parallel places of Holy Writ, which very plainly ſhew, that 
Reſiſting 1s a ſin exceedingly dipleafing, or rather deteſtable 
in the /7ght of God, and conſequently, I may tay, of a dam- 
ning nature. T am ſure our Church 1s very clear for the 
damning nature of 1t, declaring in expreſs terms, that eter- 
nal Damnation is prepared for all impenitent Rebels in Hell with 
Satan, the fir8t founder of Rebellion, and grand Captain of all Re- 
bels: And 'tis plain, that all Re/iſters with Her are Rebels. 
And the firſt Counci/ that ever made any Canons againſt 
Reſiſiing, was the fourth Council of Toledo in Spain, Anno 
633. for there never was any occaſion for the Churches 
proviſion againſt it before that, ſay ſome : For certain 
there was not, for the. firſt three hundred and forty 
years, if not much longer. But that Council 1s very ſe- 
vere againſt the Authors and Abettors of the Crime, not 
only Excommunicating and Anathematizing them, but ad- 
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judging them to be damned in God's future Fudgment,and to 
have their part with 7udas Iſcariot : And this Sentence 
was confirmed in the Fifth Counc:/ that followed there, 
and the ſame was done in the Council of Calcuth. 

But after all, ſuppoſing it could not be made 1o clear 
as it may ſeem to-be, that «7 ſignifies in this place of 
my 7 ext, eternal Damnation, without Repentance, yet what 
aſſurance can be given to any Chriſtian, that makes the 
leaſt doubt or ſcruple whether 1t does not, when it cannot 
be deny'd but the word is capable of that ſenſe ? 

I cannot conce:v2 any other way of /atisfying the doubt, 
or ſilencing the ſcruple,but one of theſe two; either a plain 
De-monſiration, or a new Revelation to the contrary. 

As for the former of theſe, the matter is not capable of 
it: For who can pretend to.-Demonſtrate,or (to uſe a term 
of greater Latitude) undeniably convince any man living, 
that the Apoſtle 1n this place, and by this word, did not 
mean Damnation in the ſadde$ ſenſe ? 

And for the other way of a new Rev-/ation, however 
the Perſon pretending to it may /at:xfe himlelt,he cannot 
another, of the truth of his Revelation withour a Miracle, 
or ſomewhat equivalent to atte$t it: And without that, 
what ſecurity can he give that he does not incur that Ana- 
thema of the Apoſtle, againſt Angel or Man that ſhould . 
Preach another Go/þe/, or the contrary to that he had 
Preached 9 Gal. 1. 8, 9. 

And without 1tuch Conviction, as either that of Demon- 
ſtration, or a new Revelation ſufticiently atteſted, what 1n- 
finite hazard 1s 1t for a Chriſtian to venture upon the guzlt 
of Reſiſting, which, 'tis more than poſſible, for certain may 
be attended with Damnation in the ſadde$} ſenſe? T am 
pretty ſure there 1s no abſolute ſecurity againſt it,in caſe 
of actual Reſiſting, but: R-pentance only : And that muſt 
be 
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be granted infinitely hazardous in a War,eſpecially if the 
War be f{inful. | 

And for a Perſon to be taken away ſuddenly by death, 
in the very at of Reſiſting, as 'tis poſſible, yea, probable ; 
nay, let me add, 'tis very great odds but he may, if en- 
gaged in it, and at his firſt appearance before the grand 
Tribunal, hear the Holy Spirit, or his Amanuenſts St. Paul, 
avouch,that by *-.:, 1n this place, was truly meant Dam- 
nation in rhe | adde$t ſenſe, 1s infinitely aſtoniſhing. and much 
too dre. udful 1 in Theory , ever to be hazarded in Praftice by 

rational Chriſtians, that does indeed b-/:-ve, and has any 
tolerable apprehen/ron of Damnation. 

Well! but ſuppoling the worſt, Is there nothing to 
take off the force of this intermination © N o lawtul ground 
of reſiſting the Higher Powers © 

No, not any, as I come to ſhew, accor ding to my 1e- 
cond Propoſal, namely,that there is no juſt cale of ex ef= 
tion againſt the rule of my Text, no pretence allowable : 
But for Subjccts« to reſiſt, I mean, forcibly to re/18t their Law- 
ful Soyere! an, 18 abſolutely and univerſally to1incur Damnati- 
on, and nothing to atone for the crime 1n the /r2bt of God, 
or to prevent the Puni/hment threatned here, bur Re 'Pen- 
tance. e 

I conteis thts .Jertion cannot but ſeem a little ſtrange, 
when there have been ſo many cales of exception made a- 
gainft this general Rule, fo many pretences let on foot, and 
reckorw'd all:1bl-, fo many ſtarting holes found our. 

But I am tur e I have ver y rood Authority for what I 
fay, our Ls and Statutes as well as Canons, and the de- 
ciared Dofrine of our Church being clear on my fide: 
And this methinks ſhould ſeem, in all rea/on,abundant- 
ly ſufcient to any proteſled Member of our Church, who 

mult neceſlarily renounce ſuch his Member/hip, and ceaſe 
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to be of the Church of England, before he can allow himfelf the liberty 
of reſiſting. 

As for our Laws, that of the 25 of Eds. 3. and thoſe of the 13 & 
14 of Charles the ſecond, declare it univerſally unlawful to make or 
levy any war againſt the King, withour the allowance. of any caſe or 

retence whatſoever ; and the ſame is expreſly required to be ac- 
nowledged by all the Clergy in the 4 of Uniformity; and the 
fame in ſubſtance is required of all Civiland Military Officers. 

Our Canons declare expreſly againſt all taking up of Arms, whe- 
ther offenſive or defenſive, without the Royal Authority, much 
more againſt it, upon any pretence whatſoever, under 
pain of Damnation, for which they cite the words of my 
Text, as very plain intheir ſenſe.* 

Our Homilies teach us, God hath ſhewn that he. alloweth neither 
the Dignity of any Perſon, nor the Multitude of any Peo- , 
ple, nor the Weight of any Cauſe, as ſufficient for the g.4,y;,v 553. 
which SubjeAs may moveRebellion againſt their Princes.* 

It were endleſs to cite particular Writers of our Church t9 this 
purpoſe ; but by what has been ſaid, fo clear is the DoArine of our 
Church in the point, as ſome have made this remark upon it, That 
ſince the Reformation it is now again current Epiſcopal Dottrine, as it 
was always Apoſtolical, That Subjetts ought by no means to reji/t, vor can 
be diſobliged from their Obedience to their Soruereigns, upon any pretence 
whatſoever. 

It being then ſo clearly the DoAtrine of the Church of England, 
and that confirm'd or back'd by the Civil Sanction, and ſo the avow- 
cd ſenſe of all the Authority of the Nation ; is it not prod:giouſly 
ſtrange to hear it excepted againſt, not only by E»g/i/h-men, bur, 
What is much more, by pretended Members of the Church of Exz land, 
as We have had, ſome few years paſt, fufficient evidence ?. 

Well! but does the Church wa England agree in the point with the 
Church of Chriſt in the primitive and pureſt ages of it? or with other 
Churches of the Reformation ? 

That it does perteQly agree with the primutive Charch in the point, 
has been ſo frequently, fo plainly, and ſo convincingly proved, that 
the Oppvgners of it have been forced to have recourſe either to down- 
right Slandering and Lying, or elſe to Enthufiaſm. 

To the firſt, affirming,. contrary to the fajrh of anticnt and appro» 
ved Hiſtories, and all accounts of thoſe times, rhat the Dodtrine of 
Nox-refitance then generally maintain'd, and the practice of Chriſtians 
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exaQly ſuited thereto, was grounded upon nothing elſe but weakneſs, 
or want of ſtrength : they did not reſiſt gaza deerant wires, as Bellar- 
mine keads the Dance, and 'tis incredible how he tis followed. 

But in anſwer to it, 1. admitting, but by no means granting, that 
wart/of ſtrength or forces was one ground of their conflanc Loyalty, 
without the leaſt attempt of reſiſting ; yet what an abominable ſlan- 
der is it to ſay, (which yet is fail) that it was the o»ly ground of it, 
when their Apologiſts and other eminent Writers, lay down unalte- 
Tabk reaſons why they would not, did not, durſt not re/iſt, even becaule 
they thought themſelves obliged to fuffer any thing from the Govern- 
ment, rather than reſiſt, by the moſt ſacred and indiſpenſable Laws of 
their Religion, as hath been very often, and of late abundantly made 
appear. Want of ſtrength then was not the only ground of their not 
reſiſting, as ſome have thamefully fander'd them : And no wonder, 
when others have not ſtuck to ſpeak as ſlanderouſly of the Apoſtles 
.themſelves, as if their end in preſcribing Subjeion and Obedience at 
firſt, were only to flatter the Emperours, and curry favour with them, 
as Salmeron had the impudence to affirm. 

But, z. that want of ſtrength or forces was any ground or reaſon at 
all of their not reſiſting, is fo far from truth, that there never was 4 
more ſilly groundleſs talfity invented, as hath been invincibiy made 
appear to the meaneſt capacities, and therefore I ſhall the leſs necd to 
inſift upon it. But I beg leave to urge two things with reference to 
it : The one isan inſtance not ſo commonly taken notice of, and that 
is this ; In the Reign of Adrian the Fews almoſt univerſally, but eſpe- 
cially about Zgypr and Cyrene, rebell'd againſt the Emperour, and ap- 
peared in Arms under Barchochebas their Leader, to the number of 
ſome hundred thoufands ; and much about the ſame time, as may 
be gather'd from Ex/ebjius, there was a Perſecution on foot againſt the 
Chriiitans, which might have prompted them to joyn with thoſe 
Jewiſh Rebels; and that they might have joyned with them if they 
would, is too certain, when they were uſed with at leaſt as much cru- 
elty and ſfavageneſs by the Rebels, meexly becauſe they would not joyn 
with them, as ever they had been by any of their Perſecutors , and 
yet they could never be drawn, by arts or arguments, by perſuaſion 
or force, to aſſociate with the Rebels. And this inſtance ſeems to me 
ſo plain and home to.the purpoſe, that I ſhall only . make this remark 
upon it, That thofe of rhe Church of Exg/and in the Jate Times were 
not the firſt Martyrs or Confeflors purely for Loyalty, theſe primi- 
tive Cariftians being their Precedents, and- leading them the —_ 
- The 
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The other thing I have to urge inthe caſe, is this ; Belarmine and- 
his followers, in very great numbers affirm, That the primitive Chri- 
ſtians wanted ſtrength or forcts to reſiſt : but 7ertu/:av, who lived 
in thoſe times, ſays, They filled all places but the Temples, and were of 
all the ſtanding Offices almoſt in the whole Empire. And'St. Cyprian, not 
long after him, affirms, Thar they were waſtly numerous and copious ; 
that is, as the word ſeems to import, they were of the Militia or 
Souldiery too. And tis undeniably evident, that almoſt all Julia's 
Army when he died were Chriſtians, as the Eccleſ:aſtical Hiſtorians all 
with one mouth aſſert. Now, whether you will believe Tertaulian and 
St. Cyprian, and fo many antient Hiſtorians, or Be/armine and his 
followers, is left to your choice. , 
But the prettieſt that has been ſaid upon this caſe of reſiſtance, and 
St. PauPs Dottrine about it, is this, that Paul intended his Doctrine 
of Non-reſiſtance purely with reſpe& to the men he wrote to, of that 
Age 'tis meant, and no otherwiſe than as if a man ſhould write to the 
Chriſtians at preſent under the 7urks Dominion, confeſledly poor, and 
unable indeed to reſiſt him ; would he not writeas Paul did ? No que- 
ſtion but this learned Author fully knew the Apoſtle's mind : nay, and 
had conſulted him perſonally upon the point, when he fo confidently 
adds, That if Paul were alive, and ſaw wicked Kings reigning in Chriſtiax 
Commonwealths, he would leave them to their Suhjetts to. be puniſhed by 
them without blame. Whither are we rapt now 2 into the third Hes- 
vens, there toconſult Pau/? Burt I told you recourſe was to be had of 
neceſſity either to downright ſlandering and lying, or elſe to Enthuſt- 
aſm ; and here ſeems to be ſomewhat ot both. 
But this was the familiar mode of the late Times to pretend Reve- 
lation : So John Goodwin ; Now that Axtichriſt is — come to his 
ull Power and Authority, that which was not known before, but kept con- 
ceaPd from tbe Churches of Chriſt, is fully manifeſt, that Chriſtians ma 
lawfully, in a lawful way, (that is when they may lawfully) ſtand up to 
defend themſekves, in caſe they be able, againſt any unlawful aſſaults, by 
what aſſailants, or by what pretended Authority ſoever, made upon them. 
And another, The Laufalecf; of Rebellion is now diſcovered 10 Ged's * 
Church as the neceſſary means ro ruin Antichriſt : So Burroughs cants at= 
ter Gocdwin. But a more blunt Enthuſiaſt has told us roundly, That 1: 
was Ged's will the primitive Chriſtians ſhould confirm the truth by ſuffe- 
rings, but now that it is confirm'd, his will is that -we ſhould defend the 
wrath by ation, in deſtroying 1yrants. Boldly faid indeed, and methinks 
this Gentleman ſeems more intimately acquainted with God — 
| E 2 n 
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than the former-was- with St. Paul, as knowing God's ſecret will, for 
we know of norhing he has revealed but the contrary to this as his 
will in the caſe. | 

Burto leave Enthuſiaſts as paſt conviction, and to have as little regard . 
tothoſe others who have the impudence to oppoſe.a known certain truth, 
as clear as any thing of that nature can poſſibly be, with meer ſhams, [ 
tay the Doctrine ot the Primitive: Church 1s plain and manifeſt againſt 
alt Reſiſting upon any pretence whatſoever, fo plain and clear, that as 
was before obſerv'd, not one writer for a thouſand years of any Cre- 
dit in the Church did ever queſtion it ; And Szgebert reckon'd the 
contrary- dorine a novelty at leaſt, if not a plain Hereſie, and juſtly 
imputes the originzl of it to Pope Hildebrand, as not crept into the 
World before him. 

As for the Churches of the Reformation, they are no leſs plain and 
clear againſt all reſiſting, as any man may fatisfie himſelt from their 
general confeſſions, and from the writings of particular members of 
them : I ſhall only urge the Authority of Eraſmus, who though he 
livd and dy'd inthe Communionof the Church of Rome,yet was fora 
Reformation, and according to ſome the occaſion of it ; and I the ra- 
ther inſiſt upon his Authority, becauſe his Comments are recommen- 
ded by our own Reformers, and ordered to be had in all our Churches : 
Now he in his Comment upon St.-Luke 22. aftirms, there is no He- 
reſie more pernitious than this of the lawfulneſs of reſiſting : the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſt decrying it, his whote life being oppoſite to 1t, the 
Apoſtolical Doctrine teſtifving againtt it, it being rejected allo by ſo 
many thouſand Martyrs, and contradicted by the Antient Interpre- 
ters : | may add, by all impartial writers of the Reformation. 

And this ſure cannot but ſeein abundantly ſufficient to all unpreju- 
dic'd minds, that ſincerely deſire to know the truth, and are willing to 
be convinced of it. 

Let me have leave to add this, as which makes very much for my 
Aſſertion of the abſolute unlawfulneſs of reſiitting, that the Caſes of 
Exception are fo very wild and extravagant : and but two of them 
are worth taking notice of. As for the Additional ones of Grotz#s, 'tis 
faid, he was young when he made them, and 'tis plain he was to ſerve 
a argument, having his Country- men to defend. 

As for that of Religion, which ſome inſiſt on, as not .only a reaſon- 
able, bur the very bet ground of reſifting, 'tis the moſt ſenſeleſs impo- 
ſition upon the common reaſon of mankind that can well be ima- 
gind, to pretend it : for who knows not that our Religion can never 
be 
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be loſt or taken from us by all the Powers of Farth and Hell com- 
bin'd together againſt us, without our own conſent, But what do [ 
talk of Religion in the Caſe ? that's commonly no more than the {ur- 
face or ſhell ; 'tis Ambition, or Intereſt, or Revenge 1s the Kernel or 
Subſtance, for without ſuch mixtures, Religion (as a , _ 
Learned Gentleman obſerves* ) works no violent ct- Thnpd pe 59 
tes, but produces rather examples of conſlant ſuffer- 

ing than of deſperate actions. To pretend Religion therefore as 2 
ground of reſiſting, is only to make appear our hypocrifie : which 
Harry Martin honeitly diſclaim'd when he cry'd out in the houſe a- 
g1inſt ſnivelling for Religion, as the ground of reſiſting the King : 
We have fought ( ſays he) all chis while for Liberty, and are we now 
whining about Religion ? And one Colonel Purefoy, like another Perib,- 
1us, Was much more ingenious, declaring plainly after the King was 
beheaded, that it was no more than what he had delir d, and deſigned to 
contribute to, forty years before. 

But ſtill, as [ ſaid, there are two caſes of exception inſiſted on, as 
of ſome validity. r. It a Prince ſhall undertake to alienate his King- 
dom, or ſell it, or give it up into the hands of another Sovereign,againlt 
the mind of his Subjects. A very pritty ſuppoſition, but only that it 
1s ſo very unreaſonable, as not to be ſuppoſed by all therules of com- 
mom prudence or charity : beſides, that it may be always pretend- 
ed, if once ſuffered to paſs, and where are we then? Why then we 
are at the old paſs of undermining the Thames : that is of having a- 
ny the moſt ridiculous and incredible (tories obtruded upon us, and 
we muſt believe them for the good of the Common-wealth, which 
otherwiſe would be 1n mighty danger. Well ! but there is another cale 
of exception, rather more unreaſonable than the former, and yer, 
at the leaſt, as like'y to be always pretended, and that 1s : It a Prince 
ſhall undertake to deſtroy his whole Kingdom, or any conliderable 
part of 1t. E271 

The former of theſe, beſides, that it very reverendly ſuppoſes the 
Prince either a fool or a madman, is little better than non-ſenſe, and 
next to impoilible at leaſt. But the latter, that a Prince ſhould de- 
ſtroy a conſiderable part of his Subjets, was plainly the caſe of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, who were certainly both for number and 
quality, bur eſpecially, for number, a very conſiderable part'of the 
Roman Empire, pars major Civitatis cujuſq; ( faith Tertullian ) the 
greater part of every City : and according to Grotius , 'metu- 
enda plane multitudo 10 plain Engliſh formidable for their numbers : 

yet 


(3F) 


yet they were not only deſign'd to utter deſtruftion, but 
deſtroy'd in vaſt infinite numbers, by the expreſs order of their. ſe- 
veral Emperours, and that with the utmoſt cruelty and favageneſs, 
contrary to all the rules of gature, reaſon, and humanity. And yet, 
ſtill among theſe, qui ipſorum ſevitie arma _ inventus oft nemo 
( fays Grotius ) and it has been ſufficiently ſhewed already : not one 
was found that wou'd oppoſe their Cruelty by force of Arms.. Not 
one ? Yes, ſays Blonde!, Thave found two inſtances to the contrary. 
And the truth is, he has two inſtances; but they are both wondrous 
odd : As that of a company of drunken Villagers, very probably Pa- 
gans too, reſcuing Dionyſus Biſhop of Alexandria from the hands of 
his Proſecutors, who were but private Souldiers neither: and the Ar- 
menians reſiſting Maximin who was not their Sovereign. Which only 
ſhew the good mans carneſt deſire to have them pertinent, whether 
they will be ſo or no. 

But after all, there are Scripture inſtances produced to the contrary 
of this Aſſertion, that it is abſolutely unlawful to reſiſt. 

And *tis true, there are Scripture inſtances alledged, but no other- 
wiſe than as Texts of Scripture are by ſome quoted, only to make a 
flouriſh withall, and fill up a margin, or to ſeem proofs, though hard- 
ly the ſhadow of them. . 

And as for theſe inſtances out of Scripture, they have been conſi- 
dered, and ſufficiently prov'd to be either impertinent as ſome, or ex- 
traordinary as others, or laſtly wicked, and to not to be brought into 
example. And they do but only ſhew how hard rhe Oppugners of 
this Doftrine are pur to it, when they can produce no better tor their 
purpoſe. 

And now to come home to our ſelves, and very briefly to apply 
what has been ſaid. The charge here againſt Reſiſting 1s Univerſal, 
and there is no limitation of it in the whole Scripture, none in the old 
Teſtament, much leſs in the new, and leaf\t of all in this Chapter 
where the rule is laid : and beſides, the context or the Analogy of 
the place, the conſent of ſundry, the moſt eminent and learned 
expoſitours both antient and modern, and the praQtice of the beſt 
Chriſtians in all ages have been ſhewn very clear tor the abſolute un- 
lawfulneſs of reſiſting upon what pretence ſoever under pain of Damna- 
tion. And ſure, if to reſiſt the higher powers be (as the Apoſtle aſſerts in 

neral ) to reſiſt the Ordinance of God, it 1s eo nomine, '1N that re- 
Pet alone ſo far from lawful in any caſe, or upon any pretence wbat- 
ſoever, that it is infallivly always a ſin of a moſt .provoking _— 
an 
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and as fuch it is here theeatned, as jar as T can' poſibly conceive or 
underſtand: with Dawation in the faddelt {enſe. And let .me fay 
Damration:is got to. be trifled with, nor the Apaſile's fearful threat 
here eluded by flights and pretences,; [but be theſe what they wall, it 
uponthem wereliſt, we muſt ceaſe to-beChriſtians, ceaſe-to be of the 
Church of Z#xglavd, and ceaſe to be ina faveable condition, unlefs a 
very great and ſolemn Repentance intervene. 

But for that, beſides, that it is always infinitely hazardous in caſe of 
reſiſting, ſuch is the criminal 'nature of reſiſting, that the Scripture 
compares it to Witchcraft, and indeed jt too nearly reſembles the {in 
of Witchcraft in this reſpe&t, ( not that it admits not of Repentance, 
for I will not ſay fo of its parallel, but ) that it is ſeldom at all, and 
ſeldomcr truly repented of ; and for this I ſhall ſeek no further than our 
own age and memory - with what a wild Enthuſiaſm did the Uſur- 
per Cromwel go to his own place ? What an opinion had he of his 
Saintſhip to the very laſt? as if he were one of thoſe that needed no 
Repentance. When his end apparently drew near, he wou'd not be 
perſwaded of it, but {till fancied to himſelf that God had ſome fur- 
ther work in reſerve for him. -And his Brethren in iniquity and bloud, 
the Regicides that were exccuted, with what height of Fanaticiſm went 
they out of the World? how far trom the leaſt (hew of Repentance ? 
And oh bleſſed God / how few publick Recantations have we ſeen, not« 
withſtanding ſo very many were engaged in the Great Rebellion 2 

But they were, they were the Saints ; and as ſuch I leave them, 
to beſpeak your utter abhorrence and deteſtation of a Crime, which 
by what has been faid gay reaſonably be concluded, or at leaſt juſtly 
feared, to be of a moſt horrid nature, expoſing to Damnation in 
:he ſaddeſt ſenſe. And let us conſider the fearful iſſues of Damnation, 
and the infinite uncertainty of Repentance, Which alone can prevent 
them in caſe of reſiſting. And as we would not loſe our part with 
God, our ſhare in the Joys and Glortes of Jeſus, our habuation in 
the Heavens with Angels and Saints in unſpeakable happineſs to 
eternal ages, which is the firſt ſad part of Damnation. And then 
for the other, as we would not be given up to the inſupportablec 
amazements of a ſad Eternity, and dwell with a Worm that dicth 
not, in a Fire that is not quenched, amidſt Devils and damned Spi- 
rits for ever ; let us beware of reſiſting the Higher Powers, which 
is a crime that expoſes to all this, and more. But let us heartily 
bleſs Almighty God that we had'no ſhare in the great Rebellion, no 
hand 
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